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Press release no. 18/2010
EIMA International 2010: record breaking edition

A total of 166,400 visitors flocked to EIMA International, 18% more than those who turned up for the 2008 edition to mark an all-time high and confirm the great prestige of the event – not only due to the exhibition’s strong technological content but also thanks to the numbers – and to underscore EIMA’s growing internationalization. Out of 1,600 exhibiting manufacturers, 500 of these industries arrived from abroad as did more than 26,300 visitors, 16% of the total, from 140 countries plus as many as 47 official foreign delegations. 

The exhibition sponsored by the Italian manufacturers’ association Unacoma and organized by Unacoma Service came to a close yesterday afternoon to end an extraordinary schedule of more than 60 public events on technical, economic and policy issues aimed at gaining an understanding of the future of mechanization at a time, moreover, in which great attention is trained on the strategic role of agriculture. Even Pope Benedict XVI, in his Angelus message yesterday on Thanksgiving Days in many countries, said the time has come to “re-evaluate agriculture... as an indispensable resource for the future.”

Western markets are expected to remain in the red throughout 2010 with recovery coming in 2011 in the United States and Europe, those hit by the international crisis to show steep declines in 2009 sales and set to close the year with U.S. tractors sales down 5%, with a total of 145,000 units registered, and a 10% drop in Europe, with 144,000 tractors registered. Recovery arriving next year should include a 3% gain in the U.S., to reach 152,000 units, and plus 8% in Europe with 155,000 machines sold. 

The forecasts were reported by the Agrievolution Economic Working Group, the forum sponsored by Unacoma which groups the leading nations’ manufacturers’ associations which met in Bologna in the framework of EIMA International. The outlook confirms an upwards trend for the emerging countries in the coming year. Other than India, where the tractor market has stabilized at 400,000 new units per year, the gains are expected to come to 4% in China with 240,000 new tractors sold, to 10% for Brazil at plus 56,000 units, to 11% in Turkey with 30,000 new machines delivered and to 5% in the Russian Federation for 14,600 new tractors. 

Aside from economic conditions which might weigh in against some markets, a signal of the way mechanization demand is growing at the world level can be read in the importance of developing specific technologies for differing requirements. On the quality of the technologies requested, an important analytical contribution was provided by the Club of Bologna, the association of international mechanization experts. 

The work of the Club of Bologna was dividing into two sessions on the strategic issues of mechanization: the use of electricity to power agricultural machinery and the current frontiers of automating crop mechanization. The group also took time to verify the update of a project to build a database to contain the most interesting research projects in the field of agrarian mechanics for the purpose of providing manufacturers in the various sectors with information on research of specific interest. 

The next appointment for EIMA International is set for November 2012.

Bologna, November 15, 2010
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